Water Quality
Monitoring Trends

1991 - 2024










100

80

60

40

20

60

50

40

30

20

10

4.50
4.00
3.50
3.00
2.50
2.00
1.50
1.00
0.50
0.00

Total Phosphorous Goal
in Shallow Lakes

[ Total P (GOOD)
I Total P (BAD)
e State Standard

Chlorophyll-a Goal
in Shallow Lakes

I Chl-a (GOOD)
I Chl-a (BAD)
e State Standard

Secchi Depth (Clarity) Goal
in Shallow Lakes

Secchi Depth (GOOD)
I Secchi Depth (BAD)

= State Standard




Total Phosphorous Goal in
Deep Lakes

80

70
60
50 I Total P (GOOD)
40 I Total P (BAD)
30 e State Standard
20
10

0

Chlorophyll-a Goal in
Deep Lakes

45

40
35
30 s Chl-a (GOOD)
25 mmmm Chl-a (BAD)
20 e State Standard
15
10
5
0

Secchi Depth (Clarity) Goal in

Deep Lakes
5.00
4.00
3.00 Secchi Depth (GOOD)
mmm Secchi Depth (BAD)
2.00

= State Standard

1.00 l
0.00 . L



Jump to Your Lake!

Click on the name of the lake below to jump to that section.

Almquist Lake
Bald Lake
Blackhawk Lake
Bur Oaks Pond
Carlson Lake
Cliff Lake

East Thomas Lake
Fish Lake

Fitz Lake

Hay Lake

Heine Pond
Holz Lake
LeMay Lake
McCarthy Lake
Mooney Pond
North Lake
O’Leary Lake
Quigley Lake
Schawnz Lake
Shanahan Lake

Thomas Lake
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Impairment
Summary

Blackhawk Lake

Year Listed: 2006
Impairment: Mercury in Fish Tissue
TMDL Approved: Yes; Southwest Region Mercury TMDL

Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Consumption

\/\_/\/\/

A waterbody is listed as impaired for mercury when more than 10% of a fish
species fillets have a mercury concentration of at least 0.20 parts per million
(ppm). Mercury accumulates in fish tissue, specifically as ‘methylmercury,” which
is the most hazardous form of mercury for humans. Once a waterbody is
contaminated with mercury, it is very difficult to remove it.

Mercury is a naturally occurring element that is highly toxic to both humans and
animals. While most people associate mercury with the liquid, silvery substance
from old thermometers, it can also evaporate and become airborne - and in this
form can come from a variety of sources.

In Eagan’s case, the primary source is atmospheric deposition from coal-fired
power plants in North Dakota. Because the source of these contaminants is not
local, the state of Minnesota oversees a statewide ‘total maximum daily load’ or
TMDL to manage the sources of mercury accumulating in our surface waters.
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Impairment
Summary

Carilson Lake

Year Listed: 2014
Year Delisted: *Pending* (2026)
Impairment: Nutrients (Stormwater)
TMDL Approved: Yes; 2015

Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Recreation

\/\/\/\/

Excessive nutrient loading is one of the most common sources of impairment in
surface waterbodies, especially those in urban areas like Eagan. In our landscape,
nutrients mainly come from developed areas - referred to as ‘impervious surfaces’
- where water can’t soak into the ground. Rather, it runs off the surface into
nearby waterways, carrying whatever pollutants have accumulated with it.

Nutrient pollution can lead to excessive algae growth, low dissolved oxygen
levels, and ultimately toxicity to aquatic life.

The City of Eagan has used several strategies to reduce nutrient levels in our
lakes. Alum applications, watershed management practices, and regulating
developments to require that they treat stormwater before it leaves their
properties are just some of the ways we have restored these waters back to
meeting standards.

As of 2026, the City will have no nutrient impaired waters listed on the State of
Minnesota’s 3030(d) List of Impaired Waters. This is a direct result of Eagan’s
restoration efforts - supported by our community each year!
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Impairment
Summary

Fish Lake

Year Listed: 2006

Impairment: Mercury in Fish Tissue
TMDL Approved: Yes; Southwest Region Mercury TMDL
Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Consumption

Additional Impairments: Previously impaired for nutrients, delisted in
2014 due to restoration efforts.

\/\/\/\/

A waterbody is listed as impaired for mercury when more than 10% of a fish
species fillets have a mercury concentration of at least 0.20 parts per million
(ppm). Mercury accumulates in fish tissue, specifically as ‘methylmercury,” which
is the most hazardous form of mercury for humans. Once a waterbody is
contaminated with mercury, it is very difficult to remove it.

Mercury is a naturally occurring element that is highly toxic to both humans and
animals. While most people associate mercury with the liquid, silvery substance
from old thermometers, it can also evaporate and become airborne - and in this
form can come from a variety of sources.

In Eagan’s case, the primary source is atmospheric deposition from coal-fired
power plants in North Dakota. Because the source of these contaminants is not
local, the state of Minnesota oversees a statewide ‘total maximum daily load’ or
TMDL to manage the sources of mercury accumulating in our surface waters.
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Impairment
Summary

Fitz Lake

Year Listed: 2014
Year Delisted: 2022
Impairment: Nutrients (Stormwater)
TMDL Approved: Yes; 2015

Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Recreation

\/\/\/\/

Excessive nutrient loading is one of the most common sources of impairment in
surface waterbodies, especially those in urban areas like Eagan. In our landscape,
nutrients mainly come from developed areas - referred to as ‘impervious surfaces’
- where water can’t soak into the ground. Rather, it runs off the surface into
nearby waterways, carrying whatever pollutants have accumulated with it.

Nutrient pollution can lead to excessive algae growth, low dissolved oxygen
levels, and ultimately toxicity to aquatic life.

The City of Eagan has used several strategies to reduce nutrient levels in our
lakes. Alum applications, watershed management practices, and regulating
developments to require that they treat stormwater before it leaves their
properties are just some of the ways we have restored these waters back to
meeting standards.

As of 2026, the City will have no nutrient impaired waters listed on the State of
Minnesota’s 3030(d) List of Impaired Waters. This is a direct result of Eagan’s
restoration efforts - supported by our community each year!
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Impairment
Summary

Holz Lake

Year Listed: 2014
Year Delisted: *Pending* (2026)
Impairment: Nutrients (Stormwater)
TMDL Approved: Yes; 2015

Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Recreation

\/\/\/\/

Excessive nutrient loading is one of the most common sources of impairment in
surface waterbodies, especially those in urban areas like Eagan. In our landscape,
nutrients mainly come from developed areas - referred to as ‘impervious surfaces’
- where water can’t soak into the ground. Rather, it runs off the surface into
nearby waterways, carrying whatever pollutants have accumulated with it.

Nutrient pollution can lead to excessive algae growth, low dissolved oxygen
levels, and ultimately toxicity to aquatic life.

The City of Eagan has used several strategies to reduce nutrient levels in our
lakes. Alum applications, watershed management practices, and regulating
developments to require that they treat stormwater before it leaves their
properties are just some of the ways we have restored these waters back to
meeting standards.

As of 2026, the City will have no nutrient impaired waters listed on the State of
Minnesota’s 3030(d) List of Impaired Waters. This is a direct result of Eagan’s
restoration efforts - supported by our community each year!
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Impairment
Summary

LeMay Lake

Year Listed: 2014
Year Delisted: 2022
Impairment: Nutrients (Stormwater)
TMDL Approved: Yes; 2015

Impaired Use(s): Aquatic Recreation

\/\/\/\/

Excessive nutrient loading is one of the most common sources of impairment in
surface waterbodies, especially those in urban areas like Eagan. In our landscape,
nutrients mainly come from developed areas - referred to as ‘impervious surfaces’
- where water can’t soak into the ground. Rather, it runs off the surface into
nearby waterways, carrying whatever pollutants have accumulated with it.

Nutrient pollution can lead to excessive algae growth, low dissolved oxygen
levels, and ultimately toxicity to aquatic life.

The City of Eagan has used several strategies to reduce nutrient levels in our
lakes. Alum applications, watershed management practices, and regulating
developments to require that they treat stormwater before it leaves their
properties are just some of the ways we have restored these waters back to
meeting standards.

As of 2026, the City will have no nutrient impaired waters listed on the State of
Minnesota’s 3030(d) List of Impaired Waters. This is a direct result of Eagan’s
restoration efforts - supported by our community each year!
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City ID:
Waterbody Type:
Surface Area:
Average Depth:
Maximum Depth:
Public Access:

Supported Uses:

JP-7

Shallow Lake
7.56 acres
4.02 feet

7.71 feet
Yes

Habitat,
Education,
Aesthetics

Mooney
Pond

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS

[2020-PRESENT]

Known to support small minnow species, frogs, insects, and native aquatic plants.
The surrounding area is accessible for birdwatching and trail walking,

Not currently maintained for recreational fishing.
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Impairment
Summary

North Lake

Year Listed: 2008
Impairment: Mercury in Fish Tissue
TMDL Approved: Yes; Southwest Region Mercury TMDL

Impaired Use(s): Aqguatic Consumption

\/\/\/\/

A waterbody is listed as impaired for mercury when more than 10% of a fish
species fillets have a mercury concentration of at least 0.20 parts per million
(ppm). Mercury accumulates in fish tissue, specifically as ‘methylmercury,” which
is the most hazardous form of mercury for humans. Once a waterbody is
contaminated with mercury, it is very difficult to remove it.

Mercury is a naturally occurring element that is highly toxic to both humans and
animals. While most people associate mercury with the liquid, silvery substance
from old thermometers, it can also evaporate and become airborne - and in this
form can come from a variety of sources.

In Eagan’s case, the primary source is atmospheric deposition from coal-fired
power plants in North Dakota. Because the source of these contaminants is not
local, the state of Minnesota oversees a statewide ‘total maximum daily load’ or
TMDL to manage the sources of mercury accumulating in our surface waters.
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